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The Lehendakari Ibarretxe and
President Zapatero met in Madrid two
weeks after the elections and both
committed themselves to initiating a
new era in Basque politics based on
a permanent search for areas of
agreement. Achieving peace and
political normalisation were the major
topics at the meeting.

A token of the importance attached by
both politicians to the meeting was the
fact that they met even before the new
Basque parliament was convened and
prior to the debate for the investiture of
the new Lehendakari. It is curious to
note that on the same day that Ibarretxe
and Zapatero met in Madrid, the leader
of the Basque socialists, Patxi López,
called a press conference in order to
declare that he would challenge the

candidature of Ibarretxe for Lehen-
dakari. The Socialist Party is now the
second-largest political force in the
Basque Country, but the PNV-EA coali-
tion obtained 250,000 votes and 11 par-
liamentarians more than the socialists.

The meeting was vehemently con-
demned by Partido Popular. Ex-presi-
dent Aznar said that Zapatero “is in a
process of negotiating with terrorists”,
and if he is not conversing directly with
the leadership of ETA, he is doing so
with “a part of its organisation”. In his
opinion, this process “cannot lead to a
successful outcome for the Spanish or
those who believe in democracy”.
There were also criticisms of President
Zapatero from some sectors of the
Socialist Party itself. The interview was
condemned by the Socialist member of

the European Parliament, Rosa Díez,
and the Socialist councillor, Gotzone
Mora, as well as senior members of the
Ermua Forum such as Mikel Buesa.

After their meeting in Madrid, both
Ibarretxe and Zapatero decided to make
public announcements to express their
commitment to redirecting Basque
political life. Ibarretxe conveyed to
Zapatero his “wish to promote a cli-
mate of dialogue and understanding
that will bring about a lasting peace and
the political normalisation of the
Basque Country”. The President told
the Lehendakari that it is necessary to
“work together within the framework
of dialogue and maximum consensus
for peace and understanding”.

“This is a crucial time in our history
and a great opportunity for us all.

The Lehendakari and the President of Spain meet in Madrid 
after the autonomous community elections

Ibarretxe and Zapatero promise to work
towards peace and political normalisation

Zapatero and Ibarretxe shake hands
a few moments before beginning
their meeting at the Moncloa



A month in the Basque Country

The PNV-EA coalition won the
Autonomous Community elections
held on April 17 in the Basque
Autonomous Community by obtain-
ing the highest number of votes in
the three Basque provinces. The
Nationalists obtained 29 seats, 11
more than PSE, who took second
place from PP. The great surprise was
the considerable support obtained by
the Partido Comunista de las Tierras
Vascas-EHAK, who, for the first
time, obtained 9 seats in the Basque
Parliament, and for whom the out-
lawed Batasuna had asked people to
vote due to the fact that it was not
possible for them to take part in the
elections. Another radical party,
Aralar, obtained one seat for the first
time since this party was formed and,
at the other extreme, UA did not
obtain any representative in the
Parliament as it lost its only seat. The
only party to obtain the same results
as four years ago was IU-EB, with 3
seats.

The elections were marked by an
air of normality and the absence of
any notable incidents other than the
heavy rain that fell all day.  There was

a 69% turnout of registered voters.
Despite the fact that the results of

the April 17 elections were not as
good as the Nationalists coalition
PNV-EA had expected (they obtained
4 fewer seats than at the 2001 elec-
tions), the coalition maintained its
dominance in Araba, Gipuzkoa and
Bizkaia by obtaining 250,000 more
votes than the runner-up. As soon as
he heard the results, the candidate of
the coalition and acting Lehendakari,
Juan José Ibarretxe, told an enthusias-
tic audience that “once again Basque
Society has entrusted us with the
leadership of this country, and that is
what we are going to do”.

The PP loses second place
to PSE
Not surprisingly, the Basque socia-
lists celebrated their results with a big
party as they were the political force
that had gained most ground, increas-
ing their number of seats from 13 to

18 and seizing second spot from the
Partido Popular who lost 4 seats in the
Basque Parliament.

The Socialist candidate for
Lehendakari, Patxi López, described
the results as “the best ever, with 18
parliamentarians and 20,000 votes
more than in 2001”. “For the first
time there is a political alternative in
the Basque Country”, declared López
ecstatically, declaring that the
Socialist votes would be used to “eli-
minate political blocks and fronts”.

The Partido Popular suffered a con-
siderable reduction in votes and lost 4
seats (from 19 to 15), making them
the third largest political force in the
Basque Country. In spite of this, the
candidate for Lehendakari, María San
Gil, declared in the wake of the elec-
tion that she was “very satisfied” with
the “magnificent” results, and her
only regret was the presence in the
Basque Parliament of representatives
of the radical left.

(Continued from Page 1)

Society demands that political leaders
resolve their problems and does not
want to be presented with a constant
flow of false expectations and sterile
arguments that lead nowhere”, in the
words of the official communiqué
of the President of the Basque
Government.

Lehendakari Ibarretxe went on to
declare his commitment to ensuring
that this first meeting would mark the
beginning of a process and of a series
of many more meetings that will
consolidate, slowly but surely, a
future in which peace will be a noble

and viable objective. A future which
will be characterised by normalised
coexistence from the political stand-
point, the result of respect, participa-
tion, dialogue and consensus among
all the political powers that represent
the inhabitants of this country.

Lastly, the Lehendakari considered
that  i t  was the r ight  moment  to
convey a message of serenity to
Basque Society, “because we cannot
waste the opportunity we have before
us”.

The day following this meeting,
Ibarretxe participated in the closing
ceremony of an international confe-
rence on peace museums in Gernika.

He took advantage of his presence in
this symbolic location by saying that
he agreed with Zapatero in that “this
is a wonderful opportunity to achieve
peace and attempt to reach political
agreements to foster friendly relations
between the Basque Country and
Spain”.

The Lehendakari also called on the
media to collaborate actively in the
peace process and pointed out that
“we all have to work discreetly and
with responsibility”. “We all have to
pull the cart in the same direction and
must do more than we are doing now
and speak less than we are speaking”,
he commented.

The PNV-EA
coalition wins
the elections 
in the three
Basque 
provinces

PNV-EA
29 seats

PSE
18 seats

PP
15 seats

EHAK
9 seats

IU-EB 3 seats
Aralar 1 seat



Getting to know the Basque Country

All the parties, with the exception of PP, consider
that peace and the political normalisation of the
Basque Country are possible
A few hours after receiving the definitive results of
the elections to the Basque Parliament, the acting
Lehendakari, Juan José Ibarretxe, as candidate of the
winning party, announced that the following day he
would initiate a round of talks with all the political
parties with seats in the new Parliament, in order to deal

with the subject of governability, on the one hand, and
initiating a process of negotiation for political normalisa-
tion, on the other.

Likewise, Ibarretxe declared his intention of holding
meetings with President Zapatero and representatives of
Batasuna.

The first person to meet the Lehendakari was the Socialist
candidate, Patxi López, who stated after their meeting that it
had been a first “clarification of motives and wishes” in
which both politicians agreed on the need to work for peace
and political normalisation, though he pointed out that there
would be no agreement if the Lehendakari “continued to pro-
mote the Ibarretxe Plan”. López also announced his intention
of putting himself forward for the post of Lehendakari “as
Ibarretxe does not have sufficient support”, and declared
publicly his intention of starting his own round of talks.

For her part, the President of the Basque PP, María San
Gil, defined her meeting with the Lehendakari as “cordial
and pleasant” and insisted that the first task of the future
government “whoever it is formed by” must be the “defin-
itive eradication of terrorism”. Moreover, San Gil declared
her support for “a plural government, one that defends the

Statutes, that concerns itself for the real, day-to-day pro-
blems of the inhabitants of this region and one that does not
lapse into political confrontation”. Concerning the process of
normalisation and pacification, the leader of the Basque PP
declared that at this time “we need liberty more than peace”.

EHAK imposes its conditions
The interview with the top three representatives of the
Communist Party of the Basque Lands-EHAK, which has
burst upon the Basque political scene, created a great deal of
expectation among media representatives anxious to know
the intentions of this new parliamentary force.  That is no
surprise as this party, which Batasuna asked their supporters
to vote for, holds the key to breaking the deadlock between
the two coalitions that are expected to be formed: PNV-EA,
EB and Aralar, on the one hand, and PSE hand PP, on the
other, with 33 seats each.

After their meeting with the Lehendakari, representatives
of EHAK declared that their support for one or other candi-
date would depend upon the specific steps they took against
the outlawing of Batasuna and in favour of this political
party returning once again to the Basque institutions, in other
words, city halls, the General Councils and the Basque
Parliament.

From left to right and from top to bottom, Ibarretxe during
his meetings with Patxi López (PSE), María San Gil (PP),
Javier Madrazo (EB), representatives of EHAK and Aralar.



Getting to know the Basque Country

The other political force of the radical left, which also obtain-
ed seats for the first time in the Basque Parliament, Aralar,
made no declaration after their meeting with Ibarretxe, as to
whether they would support his investiture or not, “as our
priority is not to form part of the government”, although they
did declare their willingness to reach agreements “on a day-
to-day basis” in line with the issues set out in their election
manifesto. For Aralar, the legislature which is about to begin
must be one “of pacification and political normalisation”
based on the premise that “this society has the right to de-
cide its own future”.

The leader of Ezker Batua and current Housing and Social
Affairs Minister, Javier Madrazo, met the Lehendakari to
inform him about his intention of repeatingthe three party
government set-up of the previous legislature, but based
always on “a previously agreed programme”. In exchange
for his support, Madrazo stated that it would be necessary to
reach two major agreements: one concerning the bases and
procedures for drafting a new Statute and the other of a social
nature, to “promote the shift towards the left”.

Imaz appeals for “political dexterity”
The President of the PNV, Josu Jon Imaz, brought this first
round of talks came to a close by appealing for “political
dexterity and flexibility” among the political forces in order
to make this legislature a success, although he considered the
repetition of the current three party coalition as a foregone
conclusion. “According to the wishes of society, as reflected
in these elections”, Imaz told journalists after their meeting,
“we will be obliged to reach agreements with all the political
formations.”

For Imaz, the major challenges of the forthcoming legisla-
ture are political normalisation and pacification and he advo-
cated an open and far-reaching dialogue between all the poli-
tical parties concerned, because in this region “everyone's
opinion counts”, “the government does not impose its will
nor does the opposition try to block its initiatives”, and in this
way “seek well founded agreements”.

Previously, Begoña Errazti, President of EA, met Ibarretxe

to inform him of her support for the investiture ceremony, in
view of the fact that, as she indicated later to journalists, “the
only possible scenario is for Juan José Ibarretxe to be
Lehendakari”. In this sense, Errazti appealed to “EHAK to
act responsibly” and to prevent their votes at the investiture
ceremony, “from allowing the election of a Lehendakari
from groups affiliated to Spanish nationalist parties”.

The President of EA said that the Basque Country finds
itself in an “excellent” situation to make progress in its
“claims to sovereignty” and take decisive steps towards the
political normalisation and pacification of this region.

SOf all the meetings held
by Ibarretxe with represen-
tatives of Basque political
parties, the one that arous-
ed most expectation and
interest in the media and in

political circles in the
Spanish state, was without
doubt the meeting with
Batasuna, represented on
this occasion by Arnaldo
O t e g i  a n d  P e r n a n d o

Barrena.
The Lehendakari had

declared from the begin-
ning his intention to have a
meeting with this banned
political grouping, a deci-
sion that was much criticis-
ed by the PP and by some
associations of victims of
terrorism. This interview
was held two days before
the Lehendakari had his
meeting with Zapatero, and
several days after the round
of talks with political
groups that won seats in the
Basque Parliament. During
this meeting (the longest of
all of them), this radical
group conveyed to the
Lehendakari that their
current political priority,
more than the issue of
governability, is “how to
initiate the peace process”.

According to Batasuna's
standpoint, “the new winds
of political change” that are
perceptible today, represent
an “incomparable” oppor-
tunity to begin a process
towards peace. This radical
group proposed the forma-
tion of a committee repre-
sented by all the political
parties and trade unions
without “territorial or ideo-
logical exclusions”, based
on a respect “for the wishes
of the inhabitants of the
Basque Country”. Against
this background, Batasuna
considers that Navarre
plays a  “key” role  in
resolving the conflict and
considers that the figure of
the Lehendakari must be “a
major political asset” in
the search for that new
scenario.

Batasuna makes peace its
main priority
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Josu Jon Imaz (PNV) and Begoña Errazti (EA) where the
last political representatives to have meetings with Ibarretxe.


