
The last municipal and provincial
elections held on May 27 show that the
political situation in the Basque Country
is more open and diverse than ever.

The Basque Nationalist Party-PNV
received the highest number of votes in
the Basque Autonomous Community as
a whole, in both elections, but is the
dominating party only in Bizkaia. In the
province of Alava, the Partido Popular
obtained the best results, followed very
closely by the PNV and the Partido
Socialista de Euskadi-PSE-EE, which
took over control of the Town Hall in
Vitoria from the Partido Popular. In
Gipuzkoa, the Socialists obtained their
best results ever at these elections, as, in
addition to the Town Hall of Donostia,
they became the dominating party for
the first time at the expense of the PNV.

The new political scenario following
these elections is more open than ever as
each territory is of a different political
colour.  This, together with the fact that
none of the parties obtained a sufficient

majority to govern alone, means that the
need to reach agreements with other
political formations is greater than ever.

The new political situation

The PNV consolidated their hegemony
in the Basque Autonomous Community,
but this party lost ground as a whole,
especially in Gipuzkoa. For their part,
the PSE-EE obtained the best results in
its history by becoming the dominating
party in Gipuzkoa, the no. 2 party in
Alava behind the PP (by just a few
votes) and increased their representation
in Bizkaia. Eusko Alkartasuna-EA, who
formed a coalition with PNV following
the 2003 elections, were less fortunate
this time as they lost both votes and
institutional clout following their
decision to run in the elections on their
own.

The number of seats won by the
Partido Popular-PP fell both in the town
halls (they lost control of the town hall

of Vitoria to PSE-EE) and in the three
provincial councils and Ezker Batua-
EB, who took part in these elections in
coalition with Aralar, won the same
number of seats and now play a key role
in the formation of stable governments.
This radical left party, represented this
time by Acción Nacionalista Vasca-
ANV, received support in almost all the
locations where they were able to take
part in the elections (97 in total) and
became the no. 2 political power in
Gipuzkoa if we add the void votes
corresponding to candidatures cancelled
before the elections for being successors
of the outlawed Batasuna. The cancel-
lation of a large number of these candi-
datures tarnished an election campaign
plagued with incidents and the aggressi-
ve behaviour of sympathisers of the
radical left against the candidates of
other political parties. Nevertheless,
election day passed without incident, the
most noticeable feature being the high
abstention rate of around 40%. 

Basque politicians are now in the process of reaching
agreements to control town halls and provincial councils

The recent municipal and provincial elections show that the political situation is wide open

The PNV wins the largest share of votes and the PSE-EE obtains the largest number of
seats in its history
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Municipal and provincial elections

In Bilbao, the PNV candidate, Iñaki Azkuna, kept his job
as Mayor by obtaining the same number of councillors
(13) he won at the last municipal elections in 2003, when
he took part in coalition with EA, who, on this occasion
did not win any seats. This easy victory will allow
Azkuna, who has now enjoyed three consecutive wins, to
control Bilbao City Hall in relative comfort, although he
will once again need the backing of EB. 

The Partido Popular lost one seat and now have the
same number as the socialists (7), who gained two more
seats than in the 2003 elections.  The EB-Aralar coalition
lost one councillor in Bilbao (from 3 to 2) and the number
of void votes increased considerably.

In Vitoria, Basque socialists won a historic victory by
securing the highest number of votes and obtaining the
same number of councillors (9) as the PP, giving them
control of the town hall which until now had been in the
hands of the latter.

The PNV lost two seats in Gasteiz (from 8 to 6), and EA
was able to maintain its share of the vote (1 seat) as did
EB-Aralar (2 seats).

In Alava, there was a 3-way tie with the Partido Popular,
who achieved the highest share of the vote (only 165 more
votes than PSE) and 16 members of the General Councils,
and the Partido Socilista de Euskadi and the Partido
Nacionalista Vasco who obtained 15 members each..

The socialist, Odon Elorza ,won a fifth term as Mayor of
Donostia and increased his advantage over all the other
candidates by winning one more seat (11) than in 2003 .

For its part, the PP once again came second in the town
hall elections but lost one seat  (from 7 to 6), the PNV
maintained the same number of representatives (5), but
EA suffered a severe reversal of fortunes by losing half of
its representatives (dropping from 4 to 2 seats). EB-Aralar
provided the biggest surprise in the town hall elections by
making significant progress (from 1 to 3 seats).

In Gipuzkoa, the high abstention level (45%) proved to
be detrimental to the interests of the PNV who dropped to
second place behind the socialists, who, for the first time,
secured the highest number of votes in this province. The

radical left (ANV+ void votes) achieved broad support
and would have come second had they been able to field
all their candidates.

In Navarre, the Unión del Pueblo Navarro-UPN (the name
under which the PP operates in this province) maintained
its hegemony but lost the majority it had maintained with
the CDN, both in Pamplona City Hall and in the Provincial
Government, and Nafarroa Bai (coalition of several

Basque Nationalist parties) made strong inroads by secur-
ing the second highest number of votes, at the expense of
the socialist party of Navarre. 

The governability of Pamplona City Hall and of the
provincial government will depend, therefore, on the
agreements reached between the parties, as the political
panorama in this territory is also more open than ever,
given the correlation of political power resulting from
these elections.

Azkuna repeats as Mayor of
Bilbao

The PSOE win for the first
time in Gasteiz

Odón Elorza increases his
majority in Donostia

UPN loses its majority and
the nationalists gain ground

Bilbao City Hall

PP
councillors: 7

PSE-EE (PSOE)
councillors: 7 

EAJ-PNV
councillors: 13 

EB-B/Aralar 
councillors: 2 

Gasteiz City Hall

PP
councillors: 9

PSE-EE (PSOE)
councillors: 9EAJ-PNV

councillors: 6

EB-B/Aralar
councillors: 2

EA
councillors: 1

Donostia City Hall
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Two ceremonies held within just a
couple of days of each other in the
Basque Country and Great Britain,
recalled the mass evacuation of 
children and civilians from the Basque
Country to a number of different 
destinations throughout the world, as
a consequence of the Civil War.
On this the 70th anniversary, tribu-
tes were paid to all the institutions
and individuals who collaborated
in this mass  exodus.

The ceremony held in Amore-
bieta recalled especially the work
of auxiliary personnel, mainly
teachers, who provided the young-
est evacuees with support, sharing
their same fate. Two days later,
many of these “children of the
war”, some of whom had travelled
from Mexico, Venezuela and
Brazil, attended another gathering
held at the University of Southam-
pton, the city where the Habana
arrived with 3,861 children, 85
teachers, 120 assistants and 15
priests.

The spokesperson of the Basque
Government, Miren Azkarate,
attended both ceremonies. Moreover,
within the framework of the ceremo-
nies organised on the occasion of the
70th anniversary of the Civil War, the
Basque Government passed a Declara-
tion to express its gratitude for the
support received from institutions and
individuals throughout the world at a
very difficult moment in its history and
to convey its recognition of the work of
public and private institutions, as well
as the countries that provided a home
for those refugees.

Sixty voyages and more than
100,000 evacuees

The first evacuations began soon after
the military uprising in July 1936,
following an appeal from the then
Lehendakari, Jose Antonio Aguirre,
and continued over the following
months thanks to the governments of
France and Great Britain and to the
support of the British Navy that

controlled international waters.
In early March 1937, the

Government of the Basque
Country organised the first
evacuation of children to the
French island of Oléron, but the
indiscriminate bombing of the

civilian population (Otxandio,
Bilbao, Durango…) and the
destruction of Gernika, drove the
authorities to instigate an even
more active policy of evacuation
in order to save lives of non-
combatants. As of that moment,
efforts to evacuate the civilian
population continued apace and
did not end until hostilities hands
ceased along the entire northern
front, as, even after the occupa-
tion of the Basque Country, the
government continued to evacua-
te civilians from Santander and
Asturias.

A large proportion of evacuees
were transported in thirty ships that
completed about sixty trips and
transported 116,746 people, a significant
number of whom were minors. Accord-
ing to the estimates of the Social Work
Department of the Basque Government,
who organised the mass exodus, a total
of 37,930 children were evacuated. Of

these, 22,234 were evacuated to France,
6,200 sought refuge in Catalonia (still in
the hands of republican institutions),
3,956 in Great Britain, 3,201 in
Belgium, 1,889 in the USSR, 245 in
Switzerland and 105 in Denmark.

The official documentation concerning
the evacuations of civilians forms part of
the records seized during the war from
the government of the Basque Country,
currently deposited in the General
Archive in Salamanca.

In February last year, the Basque
Government submitted a formal request
to the central government for the return
of this documentation (see Basque News
no. 87), for safekeeping in the National
Archive of the Basque Country, to be
inaugurated in 2009.

More than one year after taking this
initiative and in view of the lack of a
response from the Culture Ministry,
responsible for these matters, the
Basque Government has reiterated its
formal request for the return of the so-
called "Basque papers of Salamanca",
alleging the same "historical reasons"
put forward when Catalonia secured the
return of its own documents.

Getting to know the Basque Country

On the 70th anniversary of the first evacuations of the "children of the war"

The government commemorates the mass evacuation
of the civilian population during the Civil War
Two ceremonies, held in the Basque Country and
in Great Britain, paid tribute to the people and
institutions that collaborated in the exodus

Gasteiz demands once more
the return of documentation
seized during the war

Many "children of the war" gathered at an emotional reunion held in Southampton



Keep a look out for...

Four temporary exhibitions pro-
grammed by the Guggenheim
Museum Bilbao for 2006 are inclu-
ded among the 30 most visited
exhibitions in the world, according
to a survey carried out by the
British-based The Art Newspaper.

The four shows are “Water-
colours and Landscapes” by Max
Beckmann, the didactic exhibition
“Learning through Art”, “Homage
to Chillida” and “Russia”. The last
of these, dedicated to nine centu-
ries of art in Russia, received a lar-
ger number of visitors in Bilbao
than in New York, where it was
first shown.

The director of the Basque art
museum, Juan Ignacio Vidarte,
pointed out in his review of 2006,
in January, that the year had been
"ideal" in all senses, as the
Guggenheim had received more
than one million visitors and that
the art programme had beaten a
number of other records.

Artium moves to New York
and Chicago

Moreover, another of the large
Basque museums of contemporary
art, Artium of Alava has moved part
of its permanent collections to New
York and Chicago, where they will
remain on show until the end of the
year.

Works by Picasso, Dalí, Miró,
Oteiza and Chillida, which form
part of the permanent exhibition of
this Basque museum, will be on
show at the headquarters of the
Instituto Cervantes in both cities
under the title “About men and
women”.

Although important, this is not be
the only exhibition programmed, as
Artium is preparing a new show in
Brasilia, Sao Paulo and Rio de
Janeiro, and there is every chance
that the museum will organise an
exhibition of its collections in
China. On the fifth anniversary of
its foundation, this Vitoria-based
museum is seeking to build on its
desire to expand and export its
collections of artworks.

Four exhibitions of
the Guggenheim
among the top
shows in the world

Under the title “Euskal Literatura Saila”, a group of researchers
from the University of the Basque Country, has carried out six critical
studies on literary genre in Basque. The first of these is dedicated to the
modern novel and analyses the importance and characteristics of the Basque
novel of the last 25 years and offers a criticism of the twenty most
significant works. This first work will be followed by others dedicated to
poetry, narrative, essays, children's literature and the theatre.

Basque short films win international prestige, argely thanks to
the Kimuak programme instigated ten years ago by the Basque Film Library
and the Culture Department, in order to promote and distribute short films.
Last year, Kimuak short films were selected at 300 international festivals
and until now have obtained 44 prizes.  In addition to these, we should
include the two short Basque films, which were selected among the finalists
for the last Oscars ceremony.

Seventy years on, Bernardo Atxaga relives the bombardment
of Gernika with a new book entitled Markak Gernika 1937 in which the
upon the marks left by human beings throughout their lives. Moreover, the
author includes texts by writers such as Luis Cernuda, Lauaxeta and César
Vallejo, among others, as well as other historical references from our
immediate environment.

In brief

The efforts and sacrifices of Unai
Basurko, the last great Basque seafa-
rer, have been rewarded on the com-
pletion of his first solo trip around
the world on board the “Pakea”. He
needed 158 days to complete the
journey and return to the Puerto del
Abra.  In the midst of a heavy hail-
storm, Basurko's green and white
boat crossed over the line to finish
third in the Velux 5 Oceans race.

Once back in the Basque country,
this intrepid seafarer received the
congratulations of many well-wish-
ers, including Lehendakari Ibarre-
txe (see photograph), who declared
that Unai Basurko “has emulated the
great Basque seafarers of history
and has shown that the Basque
Country, its culture, its language, its
personality, has a place in the
world”.

Emulating the great Basque seafarers
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