
Habitats Evaluation  

2007- 2012 

Basque Country 



The high proportion of 
unkonwn results in 
Med & Atl. are due to 
the lack of 2006 
spanish evaluations 





- Surface: 7.234 km²  
- Population: 2.200.000 inhabitants (304 inh./Km2) 
- 246 Km coast 
- Highest peak: Aizkorri, 1.554 m 
 
- Biogeographical regions:  Atlantic (90%) 

                 Mediterranean(10%) 
 
-  Forested area: 54% of territory : 

-   24% native forests  
-   30% exotic species plantations 

- 25% Grasslands-scrubs 
- 14% Crops  
- 7% Artificial 
 

Autonomous Basque Country 





70 TERRESTRIAL H of EI  IN THE BASQUE COUNTRY 

 

•11 COASTAL & HALOPHYTIC 

•4 SAND DUNES 

•12 FRESHWATER HABITATS 

 

 

• 7 HEATH & SCRUBS 

• 8  GRASSLAND 

• 7 BOGS & MIRES & FENS 

• 5 ROCKY HABITATS 

• 16 FORESTS 



Reporting 
period 

Assessment Main focus 

1994 - 2000 Progress in legal 
transposition and 
implementation of 
the directive 

Progress in establishing the 
Natura 2000 network, 
administrative aspects. 
 

2001 - 2006 First assessment 
of conservation 
status based on 
best available data 

2007 - 2012 
Second assessment 
of conservation 
status, based on 
established 
monitoring system.  

Assessment of effectiveness of 
measures taken for the Natura 
2000 network under the directive. 

2013 - 2018 Thirds assessment of 
conservation status 



Parameters for establish the 

conservation status assessment of habitat types 

 
Range 

Natural and actual range 

Area 
Good coverage of habitats map 
1:25.000 

Structure and functions 
Troubles mainly on forests 
habitats 

Future prospects 
Need for a monitoring system 



   Range ha    Area ha  

Small Area 

Coastal (15) 7.878 4.242 

Freshwater (12) 5.587 

Bogs (7)    243 

Rocky (5) 4.058 

Big Area 

Heath & Scrubs (7)   45.478 

Grasslands (8)   81.523 

Forests (16) 338.656 101.106 

Total 242.237 



Management Main Administration 

Coastal  Coastal Direction  Spanish Government 

Strategic planning Basque Government 

Habitats & species 
management 

Provincial Councils 

Land planning, environment City councils 

Freshwater Confederación Hidrográfica Hidrographic  

Management URA - Basque Government 

Fishing and species 
protection 

Provincial Councils 

Land planning, environment City councils 

MAIN PROBLEM FOR SMALL HABITATS: 
STEWARDSHIP DISPERSION 





BOGS, MIRES & FENS 



   Range ha    Area ha  

Small Area 

Coastal 7.878 4.242 

Freshwater 5.587 

Bogs    243 

Rocky 4.058 

Big Area 

Heath & Scrubs (7)   45.478 

Grasslands (8)   81.523 

Forests (16) 338.656 101.106 

Total 242.237 



ECOLOGICAL SUCCESSION 







Habitats Number Area 

Forests 16 101.106 

Scrubs 7 45.478 

Grasslands 8 81.523 

PROPORTION LARGE HABITATS 

Grasslands & Scrubs: reliance on livestock 



        MOUNTAIN GRASSLANDS & HEATHS 



BIG DIFFERENCES 



Bovine & Ovine census development 2003 - 2010 



Forest habitats state of conservation  











Eskerrikasko! 


